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Dr. Marcus Jones 
1992 

President 
Northwestern State 
University 


Dear Alumni: 


One question | hear frequently is: “What is going on 
at Northwestern?” The answer over the past weeks 
has been “A lot!” In this issue, you can read about 
the groundbreaking for our new academic building, 
which will replace Kyser Hall. You can read about the 
success of our spring fund raiser, student and alumni 
accomplishments, new degree programs, significant 
contributions to the NSU Foundation and NSU’s new 
basketball coach. Quite a lot has been going on. 


In evaluating the university's strengths and weaknesses 
over the last several months, | have received valuable 
input on how the university can remain healthy and 
continue to be a driving economic factor in northwest 
Louisiana. We place a high priority on students and 

strive to provide best possible experience for them 
academically, from a community and inclusion standpoint 
and in preparation for their future careers. When they 
leave our campus, they are ready to work and lead. 


| appreciate your unwavering support towards NSU. The 
relationships we have with you, our alumni, and with 
our partners in business, industry, healthcare, education 
and other areas, are critical for the university to remain 
personal, valuable, and impactful for each and every 
graduate. 


Danielle Antoon Cobb 
2010 

Director of 

Alumni Affairs 


Dear Alumni: 


As | write this, recruiters are on the road, students are 
registering for summer and fall classes and the Alumni 
and Development staff are on tour with After Hours 
events. It's certainly been a busy spring and we are 
already planning events set for later this year. 


One of the benefits of working with alumni is 
reconnecting with friends and making new ones. 

Earlier this year, | was pleased to see two of our graduates 
who had not seen each other in more than 30 years 
rekindle their friendship just where it left off as they 
discussed their families, jobs and their memories of NSU. 


| hope that you will check out our webpage at 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com or follow us on 
social media to stay up to date on all the good things 
happening at Northwestern State. We are here to help 
you get connected and stay involved with our alma 
mater. 


northwesternstatealumni.com 
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Flavor of Louisiana raises 
more than $105,000 
for student scholarships 


Northwestern State University’s spring 
fund raiser, Flavor of Louisiana, raised more 
than $105,000 this year to support student 
scholarships, faculty development and 
academic enhancements. Vendors at the March 
17 event offered a variety of seafood dishes 
and other items for guests to mingle and dance 
while nibbling samplings of Louisiana seafood 
prepared in a variety of ways. 

Event coordinator Cristy Bernard said the 
event was a success and thanked sponsors, 
as well as numerous faculty, staff and student 
volunteers who pitched in to pull off NSU's largest and most popular annual fund raiser. 

“There are a lot of moving parts in putting on an event of this magnitude, and we received positive feedback from 
guests and vendors,’ Bernard said. “Best of all, we will be able to help deserving students complete their degrees through 
scholarships awarded by the NSU Foundation.’ 

In addition to food vendors, booths were set up to raise funds for Phi Mu Fraternity and the Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial Bass 
Fishing Tournament and Scholarship. 


On the cover: Current and past NSU administrators, elected officials and members of ACSW Architects, DonahueFavret Contractors, 
Perkins&Will architects and the Robert Alost family broke ground on what will be a new state of the art academic building. From left 
are Catherine Dalton, Stan Alost, Wes Alost, Lola Dunahoe, Dr. Chris Maggio, Mike Alost, Greg Damico, Eric Crozier, Brad Bailey, Dr. Jim 
Henderson, Dale Wohletz, First Lady Donna Edwards, Gov. John Bel Edwards, Dr. Marcus Jones, Patrick Descant, Sen. Jay Luneau, Rep. 
Ed Larvadain, Max Ferran, Jeremy LaCombe, Ted James, Rep. Gabe Firment, Gina Goings, Jennifer Kelly and Dr. Greg Handel. 


This public document was published at a total cost of $34,317.15. 52,345 copies of this public document were published in this first printing at a cost of $34,317.15. The total cost of all printings 
of this document, including reprints is $34,317.15. This document was published by Northwestern State University Office of University Advancement and printed by Mele Printing Company, 
LLC, 619 North Tyler Street, Covington, LA 70433 to foster and promote the mutually beneficial relationship between Northwestern State University and its alumni, supporters and community 
partners. This material was printed in accordance with standards for printing by state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43.31. Printing of this material was purchased in accordance with 
the provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statues. 
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Gov. Jon Bel Edwards was among 
those in hard hats March 14 when of- 
ficials at Northwestern State University 
broke ground on what will be a state of 
the art academic building named for 
former NSU President Dr. Robert Alost. 
Edwards said the groundbreaking on 
the $44 million investment represents 
the progress Louisiana is making by 
investing in education. 

“It is incredibly significant for every- 
body, and for students that are not 
even on campus yet, students who are 
not even born yet. They are going to 
benefit from this investment, so in a 
very real way this groundbreaking is 
a testament to the work that we have 
all done collectively to invest again 
in higher education,” Edwards said. 
“Education is the engine for economic 
growth and diversification. It is the 
key to opportunity and prosperity for 
everybody.’ 

NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones said 
the groundbreaking marks a historic 
moment at the university. 
od 


F 


NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones 


~NSU News 


“Today, we gather to celebrate the 
start of a new chapter in the life of our 
institution as we begin construction 
of the state of the art building that will 
serve as the hub of innovation, col- 
laboration and learning for generations 
of students, faculty and staff to come,’ 
Jones said. “This groundbreaking is 
a testament to the unwavering com- 
mitment of excellence in education, 
research and service to our community.’ 

Dr. Jim Henderson, president of the 
University of Louisiana System and a 
past president of NSU, said Louisiana 
is experiencing a renaissance in higher 
education and that when complete, 
Alost Hall will be the preeminent aca- 
demic building in the state. 

Henderson recalled the mid-1980s 
when budget shortfalls in Louisiana 
threatened higher education and NSU’s 
future was uncertain. Alost was named 
the university's president in the midst 
of that crisis. 

“He poured himself into this institu- 
tion to ensure that this institution would 
not only survive but thrive, 
and if you look at the 
growth that occurred in 
the most difficult of times, 
it was because of Bobby 
Alost;’ Henderson said. 

Alost was president of 
the university from 1986- 
1996. He died in 2020 at 
age 85. Before becoming 
president, Alost served NSU 
as a faculty member, de- 
partment head and dean. 
He was also co-founder of 
the Louisiana School for 
Math, Science and the Arts 
and director of the school 
from 1982 to 1986. 


AlumniColumns [J SPRING 2023 


ork begins on Alost Hall 


| 


SSS 


ASS 


——s —s 
“ 


“Dr. Robert Alost, our 16th president, 
understood the power of education 
to transform lives and build a bet- 
ter future. He was a visionary who 
dedicated his life to the betterment of 
our society through education and it is 
a fitting to honor his family’s legacy in 
this way,’ Jones said. 

Several members of the Alost family 
were present, as well as current and 
former legislators, higher education 
officials and university supporters. 

The new building will replace John S. 
Kyser Hall, constructed in 1968, as the 
university's main academic building. 

At 73,200 square feet, Alost Hall will 
feature large multipurpose classrooms 
that can open into one large multi- 
functional area, simulation laborato- 
ries for graduate and undergraduate 
nursing and anesthesia programs, 

a social work/psychology clinic and 
training area, a café, a dozen 30-person 
classrooms, two 40-person classrooms 
and three 50-person classrooms. There 
will be space for 60 offices and an 
administrative office suite that could 
include spaces for deans, department 
heads, administrative assistants, a large 
conference room and reception area. 

“I'm really excited about the new 
building,” said Student Government 
Association President Bailey Willis of 
Opelousas. “It will help with recruit- 
ing and the updated technology is a 
big advantage for our campus. It’s a 
milestone for sure.” 

“We're not just building big, beauti- 
ful buildings, we are investing in the 
operational dollars to make sure we 
are providing world class education 
in those buildings. That’s how we're 
going to transform our state,’ Edwards 
said. 


Governor, first lady announce > Linda B. vey pernoual Scholarship 


Gov. John Bel Edwards, First Lady Donna 
Edwards and friends of the late Linda B. Day 
planted a tree in her memory on the campus 
of Northwestern State University March 14 and 
announced the creation of the Linda B. Day 
Memorial Scholarship that will support students 
preparing for a career in education by pursuing 
a graduate degree in the Gallaspy College of 
Education and Human Development. The tree 
and scholarship acknowledge Day's dedication to 
the teaching profession, her work to improve the 
education system for all students and her desire 
to encourage others to become educators. 

The Linda B. Day Memorial Scholarship 
was established with a $10,000 gift 
to the NSU Foundation. Friends can 
contribute to the scholarship by visiting 
northwesternstatealumni.com/day-scholarship/. 

“A two-time graduate of NSU, Mrs. Day was 
a model alumna who lived a life of service,” 
said NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones. “Mrs. 

Day touched the lives of so many and we are 
honored to be joined by the governor and first 
lady to hear about Mrs. Day’s life and legacy.’ 

Gov. Edwards described Day’s sense of humor, 
work ethic and the close connection they developed with 
Day who “turned out to be a tremendous blessing to me and 
Donna and someone who was so much more than someone 
who was working on my first campaigns for governor.’ 

First Lady Donna Edwards spoke of Day’s love of “all things 
purple, her love of this college, her love of education and her 
love of teaching.’ 

“Linda was fierce, she was 
smart, she was funny, she 
was full of lots of wisdom 
and wit,’ Mrs. Edwards said. 
“She had a heart like no other 
and oe that could filla 
room.’ She described Day as 
a mentor, friend, a lifetime 
educator, a fighter anda 
voice for those with no voice. 

Mrs. Edwards drew 
correlations between “Steel 
Magnolias,” the 1989 movie 
filmed in Natchitoches, and 
Day's inner strength. Because of those connections, the 
Edwards selected a purple magnolia to be planted just inside 
NSU’s main gate on Central Drive. 

A native of Louisiana, Day was a passionate champion 
for education and helping all students achieve. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in education in 1967 and a graduate 
degree in counseling in 1978 at Northwestern and launched 
a career as a classroom where her advocacy work began. She 
went on to become an administrator with the Caddo Parish 
School System and later served as executive director of the 
Louisiana Association of Educators, then director of Louisiana 


Linda B. Day 


Gov. John Bel Edwards and First Lady Donna Edwards selected a aurple magnolia 
to be planted on the NSU campus and announced the Linda B. Day Memorial 
Scholarship. From left are Donna and John Bel Edwards, Dr. Kim McAlister, dean 
of the Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development; Dr. Cristy Hornsby, 
coordinator of the doctoral program in Adult Learning and Development, and Dr. 
Katrina Jordan, director of the School of Education. 


Drug Policy and the Office of Drug Policy under Louisiana 
Attorney General Richard leyoub and next, commissioner to 
the Education Commission of the States. 

Her hard work was widely recognized. She received the 
LAE’s Human and Civil Rights Trailblazer Award and was 
selected as one of 76 delegates from the United States to 
attend the World Confederation of the Teaching Profession in 
Stockholm, Sweden. In 1993, Day was elected vice president 
of the National Council of State Education Associations, and 
in 2000, she was inducted into the first class of the NSU Hall of 
Distinguished Educators. 

After retiring, she took on a new role as campaign manager 
for then gubernatorial candidate Edwards and became 
a beloved member of the Edwards family. Following a 
successful campaign, she served on Edwards’ transition team 
in 2016 and two years later, she was inducted into the Long 
Purple Line, NSU’s alumni hall of distinction, in recognition of 
her accomplishments and dedication to the community. 

Day passed away in 2019 after a nine-month battle with 
pancreatic cancer. 

To be eligible for the scholarship, students must be enrolled 
in a graduate program in Gallaspy College of Education and 
Human Development, a resident of Louisiana and maintain a 
3.0 GPA. Priority will be given to students pursuing the Ed.D. 
in Adult Learning and Development. Student recipients who 
maintain eligibility will retain the scholarship each semester 
through the completion of their degree. 

Students will apply for the scholarship using the NSU Foun- 
dation Scholarship Application at northwesternstatealumni. 
com/form/. Applications will be sorted based on financial 
need. Recipients will be selected by the NSU Foundation 
Scholarship Committee in consultation with the Dean of the 
Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development. 
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= spicdnguined Communications Professionals were honored March 17. Rom left are Gary Fields, Tom Whitehead, Robert Bani: 
Denise Lewis Patrick, Dan McDonald, Karen McCord, Keith Ducote, Doug Ireland, Karmelya, Ava, Charlee Ann and Allie Ducote. 


2023 class of Distinguished Communications Professionals 


Northwestern State University’s 
Department of New Media, Journalism 
and Communication Arts honored 
several individuals as Distinguished 
Communications Professionals during 
an awards luncheon March 17. 

This year’s honorees are Gary Fields, 
Robert Gentry, Doug Ireland, the late 
Carley McCord, Dan McDonald, Jim 
Mustian, Denise Lewis Patrick, the late 
Jerry Pierce and Tom Whitehead. 

Created in 2021, the Distinguished 
Communications Professional 
award recognizes individuals 
with successful careers in and/or 
significant contributions to the fields 
of journalism, photojournalism, 
communications, news editorial, public 
relations, political strategy, media 
production, web content production 
and new media as it emerges, as well as 
individuals who have made significant 
contributions to the Department. 

The awards are presented by the 
NSU Foundation and the NSU Alumni 
Association. 


Fields is a veteran journalist with 
more than four decades of experience 
ranging from sports reporting to 
investigative projects. In 2000, he 
joined the Wall Street Journal's 
Washington bureau to cover the 
Justice Department where he was 
among the reporters who won a 
Pulitzer Prize in 2002 in Breaking News 
for the paper's coverage of the 9/11 
attacks in 2001. He is a member of the 
Long Purple Line, NSU’s alumni hall of 
distinction, and was the Spring 2015 
graduation commencement speaker 
at Northwestern. Fields has extensive 
experience reporting on criminal 
justice, mental health and tribal issues. 
His awards range from being the 
National Association of Black Journalists 
Journalist of the Year in 1997 to winning 
a Thurgood Marshall Award for the 
coverage of death penalty issues and a 
New York Press Club Award for covering 
criminal justice. 

Gentry, a longtime journalist, is a 
native of Marthaville. While attending 
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Northwestern, he earned his tuition 
by working in the NSU Audio Visual 
Department, the Natchitoches 
Enterprise, the Natchitoches Times 
and KNOC radio. He was also as a 
stringer for The Shreveport Journal 
and Alexandria Daily Town Talk. He 
purchased and operated the weekly 
Sabine Index in Many for decades 
until selling the newspaper in 2011. 
Gentry retired as an active journalist 
but continues to write his popular 
weekly Observations, now in its 65th 
year. In 2020, Gentry was inducted as 
a member of the Louisiana Political 
Hall of Fame and in 2013 he became 
the 16th person voted into the Sabine 
Parish Hall of Fame. 

Ireland has been chairman of the 
Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame since 
1990, just over a year after he launched 
a 30-year run as the sports information 
director at Northwestern State, retiring 
in 2019. Ireland spearheaded efforts 
leading to construction and the 2013 
opening of the Louisiana Sports Hall of 


Fame and Northwest Louisiana History 
Museum in Natchitoches. 

During his career, Ireland earned 
numerous awards from the Louisiana 
Sports Writers Association as well as 
honors from dozens of professional, 
athletic and civic organizations. Last 
year, he was enshrined in the Louisiana 
Sports Hall of Fame as a winner of the 
LSWA‘s Distinguished Service Award in 
Sports Journalism. 

A native of Baton Rouge, McCord 
was a well-known sports journalist 
and digital media reporter. She landed 
her first broadcast job as an in-house 
reporter for the Cleveland Browns 
and was later hired by CBS Radio 
Cleveland as a morning show cast 
member on WQAL-FM. After returning 
to Louisiana, she worked as a freelance 
broadcaster for Cox Sports Television, 
ESPN3 and WDSU. She was a digital 
media reporter for the Louisiana 
Sports Hall of Fame and the in-game 
host for the New Orleans Pelicans 
and the New Orleans Saints. McCord, 
30, was one of five people killed in a 
plane crash in Lafayette Dec. 28, 2019. 
Following her death, her family and 
Tri Sigma sisters created the Carley 
McCord Memorial Scholarship that 
is awarded to a female NSU student 
pursuing a career in sports journalism. 
Karen McCord and Steve Ensminger 
Jr. accepted the award on McCord's 
behalf. 

Jackson Parish native McDonald 
began reporting in high school 
and is regarded as one of the most 
accomplished professional sports 
media figures in Louisiana, having 
worked in print news, public relations, 
university communications, radio 
and television. He is credited as 
being an industry leader and mentor 
while serving a combined 24 years 
as Sports Information Director 
at NSU and at the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette. McDonald has 
extensive in broadcast and television 
work, including anchoring Sun Belt 
Conference webcasts. He and his wife 


operate the Lafayette-based McD 
Media marketing/public relations firm 
with an emphasis on sports public 
relations. He is a 2017 inductee into 
the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame and 
recipient of that year’s Distinguished 
Service Award in Sports Journalism. 

Mustian is an investigative reporter 
for the Associated Press in New York. 
Before joining the AP, he worked for 
six years as an investigative reporter 
for The Advocate of Baton Rouge. 
There he was part of a team that won 
a Pulitzer Prize in 2019 for reporting 
on the racial impacts of Louisiana's 
unique laws allowing juries to convict 
defendants without a unanimous 
verdict. 

A native of St. John the Baptist 
Parish, Mustian graduated from NSU 
in 2008 and now works as an adjunct 
professor at the university teaching 
feature writing and beat reporting. 
Early is his career he was a reporter 
for the Columbus (Georgia) Ledger- 
Enquirer, The Odessa (Texas) American, 
the Daily Iberian in New Iberia and 
L’Observateur in LaPlace. Unable to 
attend, Mustian provided a video of 
thanks. 

Patrick is a Natchitoches native, 
now living in New Jersey. She 
graduated from Northwestern State 
in 1977 with a degree in journalism, 
and immediately relocated to New 
York City. Patrick has had a long and 
distinguished career as a writer, editor, 
instructor and literary consultant and 
has authored books of poetry, short 
stories, picture and board books for 
children, non-fiction biographies, 
middle grade and young adult novels. 
In 2015, she received an MFA in 
Creative Writing from the University 
of New Orleans. In 2014, she received 
the Creole People’s Award from the 
Northwestern State Creole Heritage 
Center, and was inducted into the 
Long Purple Line that same year. She 
was one of the five Louisiana Legends 
chosen in 2019 by Louisiana Public 
Broadcasting. 
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Pierce arrived at NSU in 1957 where 
he was sports editor of the university 
newspaper, graduating in 1961. He 
joined the staff of The Times-Picayune 
in New Orleans and became executive 
sports editor at age 24. Pierce returned 
to Northwestern in 1965 as Sports 
Information Director and served as 
vice president of External Affairs for 
more than 30 years. He was co-chair of 
Northwestern's Centennial celebration 
and 125th anniversary activities 
and has served as institutional 
representative to the NCAA and 
Southland Conference. 

Pierce brought the Louisiana Sports 
Hall of Fame to Natchitoches in 1972 
and directed the program for nearly 
20 years. Author of thousands of 
newspaper and magazine articles 
and a book of columns and co-editor 
of two other books, Pierce received 
numerous journalism awards and 
honors for civic, social and professional 
activities. He was inducted into the 
Long Purple Line, the Louisiana Sports 
Hall of Fame and NSU’s graduate N 
Club Hall of Fame. Pierce passed away 
Nov. 8, 2022. Drake Owens accepted 
Pierce’s award with his family present. 

Whitehead was a member of NSU's 
faculty for 30 years, serving as an 
associate professor of journalism and 
director of International Programs. 

He co-authored “Northwestern State 
University at 125” and the “Steel 
Magnolias Scrapbook,’ having served 
as a consultant for the film. He was 
inducted into the Long Purple Line in 
2020. One of the leading experts on 
Natchitoches Parish artist Clementine 
Hunter, Whitehead worked on 
documentaries and co-authored 

and edited books about Hunter. He 
has served on the Louisiana Film 

and Video Commission, the board of 
directors of Friends of Louisiana Public 
Broadcasting and the national advisory 
council of Kappa Alpha Order social 
fraternity. Last year, he was honored 
by Louisiana Public Broadcasting as a 
Louisiana Legend. 
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Dr. Cody Bruce is a 2007 
alumnus who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing and a Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology in 
2007. He completed a Master 
of Science in Nursing at the 
University of Phoenix in 2012. 
He worked as a nurse for LSU 
Health Sciences Center in 
Shreveport until moving to 
Austin. Last fall, he graduated 
from Capella University with 
a Doctorate in Philosophy in 
Education - Nursing Education. 

His dissertation was entitled “The Experiences of Native 
American Nursing Students with Retention Activities.” 

The research looked at what strategies contributed to 
student success and what strategies hindered students 
from completing their nursing degrees. Bruce interviewed 
Native American nursing students who represented nine 
different tribes across the U.S. He presented a poster on this 
research at the International Indigenous Nursing Research 
Conference at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Bruce lives in Austin, Texas, and has served as an assistant 
professor at Texas A&M University School of Nursing since 
2013. 


Cody Bruce 


Pictured are, from left, Eddie Bonine, LHSAA Executive Director, 
Bower, Vincent Cacioppo, LHSAA Director of Communications, right. 


Northwestern State University alum and GeauxPreps. 
com owner Hunter Bower was chosen as the recipient of 
the Prep Journalism Award by the Louisiana High School 
Athletic Association. 

The award, recognizing the top prep sports journalist, 
is presented at the association’s winter convention each 
January in Baton Rouge. Bower was recognized at a 
luncheon during the three-day event. 

Since its launch in 2020, GeauxPreps.com has attracted 
over one million total visitors as one of the most trusted 
sources for high school sports information in Louisiana. 
Bower has helped to provide the most in-depth coverage 


at state championship events, association meetings as well 
as comprehensive storytelling that highlights the deserving 
student-athletes around the state. In 2022, GeauxPreps.com 
accumulated over 18 million pageviews and took home a 
2nd place finish in the Louisiana Sports Writers Association 
annual awards contest. 

The Haynesville native is a 2015 graduate of NSU. His love 
and passion for sports led him to work in sports information 
at his alma mater as well as McNeese State University in 
Lake Charles, where he received national and statewide 
recognition for his writing and graphic design work. Bower 
has authored two books on the history of the Haynesville 
Golden Tornado football program and has had work featured 
in multiple publications. 


Colette A. Oldmixon (JD 81), of Poplarville, Mississippi, 
is one of five individuals selected for the 2023 Law Alumni 
Hall of Fame Class at the Univerisity of Mississippi. A dinner 
and induction ceremony took place March 25 as part of Law 
Alumni Weekend. 

A native of Texas, Oldmixon earned a bachelor’s degree at 
Northwestern State University in 1978 before obtaining her 
law degree from the Ole Miss in 1981. Immediately after her 
graduation, she moved to Poplarville to begin working with 
her mentor, David Smith, and his partners. 

Predominantly a plaintiff's personal injury lawyer, she 
maintains the law firm of Smith & Oldmixon. She has given 
back to the Mississippi Bar throughout her entire career, 
serving on numerous committees. She is a fellow and past 
president of the Mississippi Bar Foundation. 

Oldmixon has spent many years working with the 
Mississippi Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Rules 
and is a life member of the Mississippi Association of 
Justice and the state’s chapter of the American Board of 
Trial Advocates. The Ole Miss law school has also been the 
beneficiary of her leadership, as she is a past president of the 
Law Alumni Chapter’s board of directors and a past chair of 
the Lamar Order giving society. 


Chris Loupe of Zwolle was inducted into the Sabine Hall 
of Fame on March 28. Loupe earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in animal science at NSU in 1971, then was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and served in Long Binh, Vietnam, 
for 11 months. After his service, he attended Louisiana 
Tech and earned a degree in vocational agriculture. He 
was instrumental in reopening the vocational agriculture 
department at Zwolle High School and taught for 24 years. 
During that time, he was elected Area II Advisor of the FFA 
Association and was elected president of the Agriculture 
Teacher Association. 

Loupe then became an agent for Horace Mann Life 
Insurance Company, helping teachers with retirement and 
insurance needs for 23 years. But his working days weren't 
complete. Within six months of retirement, he heard the 
Agriculture Department at Zwolle was looking for a teacher, 


AlumniColumns [KG SPRING 2023 


7th annual Poche bass tournament nets most anglers and dollars yet 


Burt and Shelley Poche presented proceeds from the 7th 
annual Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial Bass Fishing Tournament 
to the NSU Foundation, a $40,000 donation that will support 
the Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial Scholarship and the NSU 
Fishing Team. From left are NSU anglers Andrew Straughan, 
Austin Speer and Clayton Page with Shelley and Burt Poche. 
The tournament drew 260 boats from throughout Louisiana 
and Texas to Toledo Bend and included a silent auction and 
boat raffle. This year’s tournament was the largest yet with the 
most funds raised. Proceeds assist the team with travel, fuel 
and other expenses. Numerous volunteers helped make the 
event a success, including Poche family members and friends, 
the NSU Fishing Team and NSU Foundation staff. Information 
on the annual tournament is available at Facebook.com/ 
DylanKylePoche. Information on the NSU Fishing Team is 
available at facebook.com/NSULABassFishing. The 8th annual 
tournament will be March 23, 2024, at Toledo Bend. 


so he applied and was hired, stepping back to his first love of 
teaching young people. 

Loupe is a lifelong member of St. Joseph Catholic Church 
of Zwolle, where he has served as catechism teacher for 
over 30 years, an eucharistic minister, lector and member of 
the pastoral council. The service he gives was awarded the 
Diocesan Service Medal. 

Loupe served on the Sabine Parish Fair Board for over 
20 years. He is also a member of the Knights of Columbus 
Council 4818. He has served multiple terms as a Zwolle Town 
Council member as well as one term as Zwolle Mayor. He has 
served on the Zwolle Tamale Fiesta Committee from its in- 
ception and has been the group's president for over 30 years. 

Loupe is a member of the Sabine Medical Center Advisory 
Board, serves as president of the Zwolle Depot Museum 
Committee and is a member of the Zwolle VFW. 

Loupe and his wife, the former Becky Brandon, are parents 
of four daughters and 12 grandchildren. 


NSU alum and former NSU football player Derrick LeBlanc 
(1997) was named Defensive Line Coach for the Arizona 
Cardinals in February. He was the assistant defensive line 
coach for the Miami Dolphins in 2022. LeBlanc has coached 
for the last 22 years but 2022 was his first in the NFL. He 
started as a graduate assistant at LSU in 2000. From 2001- 
2007, he coached defensive lines for Henderson State, 
Arkansas State and Missouri Tech. 

LeBlanc was an assistant strength and conditioning 
coach for LSU from 2008-2011 and went back to coaching 
defensive linemen in 2012 for Wyoming. He was defensive 
line coach in 2013-2014 for Southern Mississippi and added 
defensive coordinator to his title in 2015 for Pearl River 
Community College. 

He was also defensive line coach in 2016 and for North 
Texas in 2017-2019 and then in 2020 for Arkansas. 

LeBlanc’s wife, Niema Malone LeBlanc, ran track and was a 
long jumper at NSU for Coach Chris Maggio. 


Mark Springer’s experience as a personal trainer at the 
Wellness, Recreation and Activities Center during his student 


Tie nn 


MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
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days at NSU gave him the impetus to launch a business that 
is becoming mainstream in the fitness industry. Today the 
2011 NSU grad and Austin, Texas, resident is CEO of Avatar 
Nutrition. 

“| wanted to learn the scientific foundation for why a 
diet worked, and that led to me taking classes with Dr. Jack 
Pace who first taught me the importance of macronutrient 
(protein/carb/fat) intake. Seeing how powerful this method 
was, it planted the seeds in my mind that later evolved into 
the concept that became Avatar Nutrition,’ he said. 

At NSU, Springer was a track and field athlete who 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts/Humanities and 
Social Thought in the Louisiana Scholars’ College and was a 
member of Blue Key and Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity. 

He started Avatar in 2014 with co-founder Katie Coles, 
launched a website in 2015 and popularized the concept of 
counting macros as part of an individual's fitness goals. 

“We've worked with over 250,000 members, helping them 
lose in excess of a combined 3 million pounds, but more 
importantly, we've taught them the process of exiting their 
diet phase and returning to a maintenance level of food 
intake without experiencing weight regain, the curse for 
most dieters,” Springer said. “We do this through a process 
we created called a ‘reverse diet’ It’s a way of adding back 
calories into the diet each week in a controlled and stepwise 
manner to balance energy in vs. energy out.” 

His endeavors led to recognition from Pi Kappa Phi 
National and selection as a“30 under 30” award winner in 
2018. 

In 2019, a member reached out to Springer requesting a 
way to provide an app for members of his gym. 

“Over time that developed into a fully fleshed out client 
management portal that’s been taking the industry by 
storm, he said. “We're also the nutrition partner of NASM, the 
world’s largest certifying agency for personal trainers with 
over 100,000 CPTS just in the U.S., and plan is to make Avatar 
the tool all of these trainers use to help their clients reach 
their goals through proper nutrition.’ 

More information about Avatar Nutrition is available at 
www.avatarnutrition.com/. 


AlumniColumns SPRING 2023 


Morgan Extra Mile and First Generation Scholarship recipients, pictured with the Morgans are, from left are Jonatan Jiminez, Madison 
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Cook, Kacy Young Jon Elise Sturgeon, Zoe Johnson, Jonathan Gennero, Grace Gosserand, Lance Corry, Natalee Cook, David Morgan, 
Dominic Ross, Sherry Morgan, Gavin Kendrick, Natalie Mangandi, Graham Claycomb, Travis Jimenez, Colby Grayson, Zachary Cooper, 
Andrew Dubriske, Mary Scruggs, Josephine Martinez, Peyton Fuller and Sydney Salzer. 


Tri Sigmas, Pi Kapps awarded Morgan Scholarships 


Northwestern State University’s Alpha Zeta chapter of 
Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority and Beta Omicron chapter 
of Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity hosted a program to recognize 


students earning Morgan Extra Mile Scholarships March 20. 


David Morgan, a 1973 NSU gradu- 
ate and alumnus of NSU’s Beta Omi- 


are Josephine Martinez, Travis Jimenez and Peyton Fuller. 
This year’s Extra Mile Scholarship recipients are Grace 
Gosserand, Natalee Cook, Zoe Johnson, Kacy Young, 
Madison Cook, Natalie Mangandi, Jon Elise Sturgeon, Mary 
Scruggs, Sydney Salzer, Peyton Fuller, 
Travis Jimenez, Jonatan Jimenez, 


cron Chapter, established the “Extra 
Mile” Scholarship in 2008 to recognize 
members of Pi Kappa Phi who distin- 
guish themselves through academic 
success, chapter leadership, campus 
involvement and part-time employ- 
ment. The scholarship has since grown 
and is awarded at the national level 
as well as in the local chapter. The 
Sherry Fargerson Morgan “Extra Mile” 


Scholarship for Sigma Sigma Sigma 
was announced in 2017 and mirrors 


UW 


Andrew Dubriske, Jonathan Gennaro, 
Lance Corry, Gavin Kendrick, Graham 
Claycomb, Colby Grayson, Dominic 
Ross and Zachary Cooper. 

Several alumni participated in the 
program, including David and Sherry 
Morgan and keynote speaker Jack 
McCain Jr., a charter member of the 
Beta Omicron chapter and it's first 
archon (president). Lindsay Maggio 
McElwee (2008) was emcee. Beka 
Burns (2019) and chapter advisor, and 


the criteria for Pi Kappa Phi by honor- 
ing students who are outstanding and 
high achieving members of the chap- 


MORGAN 


> —XTRA MILE @ MILE 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 


Robert Broadwell, Pi Kappa Phi House 
Corporation Chairman, presented 
the honors. Speakers also included 


ter. First Generation Scholarships are 


Tri Sigma President Zoe Johnson, Pi 


awarded to students who are the first 


Kappa Phi President Travis Jimenez, 


in their immediate families to attend 
college. Qualifying members participate in an 
application process that is reviewed by chapter alumni 
before selections are made. 
Students earning First Generation Student Scholarships 


Jake Henderson, CEO of Pi Kappa Phi 
Fraternity; NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones, Dr. Drake Owens, 
executive director of the NSU Foundation, James Lowring, 
Pi Kappa Phi chaplain, and Gabrielle Lacheney, Tri Sigma 
education director. 
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McCain, speaker for scholarship program, 


reflects on life and fraternity 


Jack McCain Jr. of Natchitoches was keynote speaker at Advisory Board and 
the Morgan Extra Mile Scholarship program at Northwestern the Natchitoches 
State University March 20. The Morgan Scholarship program Council on 


honors members of Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity and Sigma Aging Board. He 
Sigma Sigma Sorority who distinguish themselves through was named a 
academic success, chapter leadership, campus involvement Natchitoches 
and part-time employment. Treasure in 2019 and 
McCain, 88, was the first Archon, or president, of the Beta last year was listed 
Omicron Chapter of Pi Kappa Phi when it was chartered at among NSU's 100 
Northwestern State in 1956. The chapter was originally a for 100, celebrating 
local fraternity, Phi Kappa Nu, organized at Louisiana State NSU's Greek 


Normal College, as NSU was then known, in 1929. Phi Kappa Centennial. 


Nu members decided to seek the benefits and structure of 
joining a national fraternity and on Sept. 21, 1956, the Beta 


Omicron Chapter was installed 
as the 63rd chapter of Pi Kappa 
Phi Fraternity with 24 members. 
The fraternity was disbanded at 
NSU in 1981 and rechartered in 
2000. 

Born in Texarkana, McCain 
lived in Shreveport and 
Alexandria as a youngster 
before moving to Natchitoches 
in 10 grade. He graduated 
from Natchitoches High School 
and enrolled at NSU where 
he was in ROTC. When he 
was named president of the 
new Pi Kappa Phi chapter, he 
agreed to remain for an extra 
semester and graduated from 
NSU in January 1957. He 
immediately reported to Fort 
Bliss for military service. After 
serving on active duty in El 
Paso, Texas, he served in the 
Reserves for eight years. He was 
first employed in Shreveport 
with a pipeline company, then 
worked for Proctor and Gamble. 
In 1966, McCain and his father, 
Jack McCain Sr., opened an auto 
supply store in Natchitoches, 


where he worked, along with his son Jack McCain Ill, until 


Jack McCain Jr. 


the business was sold and he retired two years ago. stayed local.’ 


As a local businessman and a family man, McCain served 
his community in many ways. He was elected to the city 
council for six terms, serving from 1988-2012. He was 
named Man of the Year by the Natchitoches Area Chamber 
of Commerce in 1983 and served that organization as 
president the following year. He was president of the 
Kiwanis Club and served on the 911 Commission, the Airport 


Along with his service and accolades, there was also 
tragedy. In 1982 and 1983, he lost two sons within months 


of each other. In their memory, 
the McCain family established 
the John and Jason McCain 
Scholarship, presented annually 
to a St. Mary's student who 
attends Northwestern. In 2014, 
McCain survived a plane crash 
that took the life of a friend. In 
2017, he lost his wife of 58 years, 
Mary Beth McCain. 

Throughout his life, McCain 
has lived the values of Pi Kappa 
Phi through service to the 
community. From the fraternity, 
he developed leadership and 
people skills that “contributed 
to who | am today.’ He is proud 
of Pi Kappa Phi’s prominence at 
NSU and their dedication in the 
fraternity’s philanthropy, The 
Ability Experience, which raises 
funds and creates awareness of 
people with disabilities. 

“It makes me proud to see Pi 
Kapp thriving, particularly with 
their involvement in community 
service, high grade point 
averages and their new house,’ he 
said. “The fraternity has a strong 
presence on campus and it erases 


any doubts | would have had if we hadn't gone national and 


In retirement, McCain finds ways to stay physically and 
mentally active. Service continues to be a priority and he 
hopes the students receiving Morgan Scholarships recognize 
the importance of getting involved with their churches and 
communities. His message highlighted his advice to “study 
hard, work hard, get involved, accept personal responsibility 
and don't accept mediocrity.’ 


“Study hard, work hard, get involved, accept personal responsibility and don’t accept mediocrity.” 
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The family of H.N. and Inez Towry visited Northwestern State for the announcement of a scholarship in their parents’ names, funded by 
an anonymous donor. From left are Stacy Fontenot, Jerry Mayeaux, Carolyn Mayeaux, Antonio Carletti, Debra Towry holding a picture 


of her parents, Kristy Towry Lee and Cameron Lee. 


Anonymous donor honors Towry family with $100,000 donation 


An anonymous donor contributed $100,000 to the 
Northwestern State University Foundation to create a 
scholarship honoring a former business professor and his 
wife. 

The H.N. and Inez C. Towry Memorial Scholarship will be 
awarded to a female undergraduate in the amount of $5,000 
per year for four years through graduation. The student must 
maintain a grade point average of 3.5 or higher and seek a 
degree in business or education. 

Towry was a much-loved professor in NSU's School of 
Business. A native of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, he joined the 
U.S. Army Air Corp right after Pearl Harbor and served in the 


ie 


Inez and H.N. Towry 


Pacific Theatre. Soon after returning from the war, he moved 
his young family to Louisiana, where they remained for 50 
years as he served on NSU's faculty. The Towrys were very 
active in the First Presbyterian Church in Natchitoches. Mr. 
Towry spent the last years of his life in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
passed away on Nov. 24, 2022, days before a 100th birthday 
celebration was planned in his honor. He was predeceased by 
his wife Inez and nine siblings. 

Drake Owens, executive director of the NSU Foundation, 
said he was contacted by the anonymous donor who wished 
to honor the memory of Mr. and Mrs. Towry and asked him to 
develop the scholarship for an undergraduate in business or 
education, with preference for a female student. The donor 
requested that the family to be involved in developing criteria 
for the scholarship, 

“| can't tell you how much this means to Northwestern 
State University, having a scholarship of this size, especially in 
business and education, two areas that we are very proud of; 
Owens said. 

Several members of the Towry family visited NSU for the 
scholarship announcement March 16. 

“We have a lot of really special memories of growing up 
in Natchitoches,’ said daughter Debra Towry, a 1972 NSU 
graduate. “All of us have memories of being together at home 
with Mom and Dad.’ 

Debra said her mother, who was also an educator, was a 
character and a powerful personality. 

continued on next page 
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Phi Beta Sigma alumni endow Zeta lota Chapter Scholarship 


Alumni brothers of the Zeta lota Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity, Inc. at Northwestern State University presented a 
donation of $10,500 to the NSU Foundation to fully endow a 
scholarship the fraternity established in 2018. 

The Zeta lota Collegiate Scholarship will be presented to 
on undergraduate student with a 3.5 GPA or higher that is 
selected by the fraternity’s board of directors. 

“| would like to reiterate the importance of the ideal 
recipient being someone with a commitment to scholarship 
and who is actively engaged in service both on and off 
campus,’ said Mike Scott, past collegiate and campus 
advisor. “The Alumni brothers are truly passionate and 
committed to providing outstanding students easier access 
to education and their career goals.” 

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity is a Greek organization founded 
to exemplify the ideals of brotherhood, scholarship and 
service, a conviction mirrored in the fraternity’s motto, 
“Culture for Service and Service for Humanity.’ 


Towry donation continued 
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Zeta lota Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma fulfilled an endowed 
scholarship at Northwestern State University. From left are 
fraternity alumni Dennis J. Brown, Mike Scott, NSU’s assistant 
director of Donor Relations Cristy Bernard and Shur-Shet V. 
Weaver. Not pictured are David N. Kozak and Steve Carson. 
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Towry and colleages pictured in 1966 are, first row, H.N. Towry, Janell Rue, Carol McCoy, Judy Boone, Willa Dean Hamby and George 
Lewis, second row, Lowell Salter, Robert Easley, Earl Thames, Ralph White, Dr. Shirley Robinson and Mr. J. W. Johnson. 


“We have a very strong connection to Northwestern,’ she 
said. “We graduated from Natchitoches Elementary on the 
Northwestern campus, with our daddy teaching here. There 
are a lot of strong positive memories.” 

Daughter Kristy Towry Lee, a 1981 NSU graduate, said NSU 
feels like home. 

“We all went to Warren Easton. Daddy's office was 
in Caldwell Hall, which burned down. This was our 
playground. We would go at Christmastime to the Student 
Union where they would paint all the windows. | lived 
in Varnado when it was coed in the 80s. Our daddy is so 
connected to this place,’ Lee said. “This scholarship couldn't 
be more meaningful to us as a way for us to reconnect to 


our childhood, our family and Northwestern as our home.” 

“It’s nice to know that Mama and Daddy will be 
remembered forever,’ said daughter Carolyn Towry Mayeaux, 
a 1972 graduate of NSU. 

Family members unable to attend the announcement are 
Sharon and Jim Chastain of Bartlesville, Oklahoma; Tracy 
and Kurt Wachholz of Atlanta and Linda Towry of Greenville, 
South Carolina. 

“Listening to these stories drives home the impact that 
Northwestern has had on so many lives,’ said NSU President 
Dr. Marcus Jones. “We are grateful to the donor who 
generously provided this scholarship and that the Towry 
family was able to share their memories of Northwestern.’ 
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Cabrera reflects on ‘dream job’ at introductory press conference 


Rick Cabrera’s introductory news 
conference March 30 was just another 
part of a dream for the new head 
coach of the men’s basketball team. 

“My dream job is being here as your 
head coach,’ Cabrera told assembled 
media, fans and university staff 
members. “When | decided to get 
into coaching, | laid down at night 
and said | want to be a Division | 
head basketball coach. This is my first 
opportunity, so this is my dream job. 
I'm so greatly appreciative of having 
this opportunity. Like | said earlier, 363 
(Division-| head coaching jobs). | bet 
the applicants were times nine of 363 
for this job. | had people believe in 
me that | was the next man to win an 
NCAA Tournament game. 

“Just watching a Fairleigh Dickinson, 
Florida Atlantic. | say, ‘Why not us?’ 
That's the attitude you've got to have.” 
Cabrera, 47, said he wants to instill a 
“tough” team once the 2023-24 season 
rolls around in Natchitoches, but his 
press conference was a chance for 
the first-time Division | head coach to 
show the other side of his emotional 
spectrum. 

He fought back tears when speaking 
about his wife, Danielle, and had to 
compose himself when his thoughts 
turned to his late father Hugo Sr., 
saying out loud through a raspy 
voice, “I’m not going to talk about 
dad,’ to which his sister in attendance 


Coach Cabrera, far right, is pictured with his family, daughter 
Mikayla, wife Danielle and sons Braxton, Landon and Jaden. 


Director of Athletics Kevin Bostian presents new head men’s basketball coach Rick 
Cabrera with a No. 11 jersey symbolizing his position as NSU’s 11th head men’s 


basketball coach. 


responded, “He's here.’ 

A six-year head coach at Lackawan- 
na College and Tallahassee Communi- 
ty College, Cabrera compiled a record 
of 152-45. He spent 13 years as a D-| 
assistant at Tennessee Tech, Austin 
Peay and Arkansas State where he 
recruited and tutored all-conference 
players and helped Austin Peay stand- 
out Terry Taylor become an NBA player. 

“As we went through the search 
process, it was clear coach Cabrera 
possessed all the qualities we desired 
in a head coach,’ Director of Athletics 
Kevin Bostian 
said. “We wanted 
somebody who 
was an elite 
recruiter and 
a developer of 
young men, 
not only on the 
court but off it as 
well. We wanted 
someone to fit 
the culture of 
Northwestern 
State. His 
enthusiasm, 
passion, energy 
and hands-in- 
the-dirt approach 
and grind-it out 
work ethic were a 
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perfect match for Northwestern State.’ 

Cabrera’s biggest takeaways from 
his journey? Patience and the value of 
family. 

Sixteen or 17 years ago, we went on 
our first date,” said Cabrera, whose wife 
claimed it to have been 18 years ago. 
“We were dating for about a month, 
and | knew this is what | wanted to do. 
During a date, we were at an Italian 
restaurant called Fratelli’s. We're sitting 
across from each other, and | said, 
‘Listen, this is the profession | want 
to go into. It’s going to entail some 
traveling, some moving: She had just 
graduated from Penn State. She’s 
very close to her family in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. | wanted to give her a 
head's up to say, ‘Hey, do you want to 
come along on this ride? If not, you 
can get out early: She looked across 
with her big blue eyes and said, ‘I’m in: 
Seventeen years later, we've been all 
over the place. 

“She gave up her career as an 
athletic trainer. She went to school 
and got a degree in kinesiology, and 
she hasn't done anything with it in 
that realm. She’s a teacher, now. | 
appreciate you more than you ever 
know.’ 

Throughout his introduction 
to Northwestern State and to 
Natchitoches, Cabrera reference 


I Athletic News 


a handful of quotes. One of those 
belonged to an unidentified speaker, 
but it related to the Cabrera family as 
a whole. 

“A quote that has always stuck in my 
head - and | wrote it down - is,‘A good 
coach needs a patient wife or husband, 
a loyal dog and a great post player, but 
not necessarily in that order,” NSU’s 
11th head men’s basketball coach said. 
“| definitely have two of the three ina 
patient wife and a loyal dog. | havea 
great post player coming, just wait and 
see.’ 

For Cabrera, the moment was the 
culmination of a two-decade journey 
that began as a graduate assistant 
at Tennessee Tech where he played 
basketball and baseball. It wound 
through Miami Killian High School and 
Keystone College before taking him 
to Lackawanna College in his wife's 
hometown of Scranton. 

It was during his time at Keystone 
that Cabrera had a bit of an epiphany 
and discovered just how much he 
wanted to coach basketball. 

“| was a dorm director and an 
assistant coach at Keystone College,’ 
Cabrera said. “I told my wife this a 
couple of nights ago, but | wish | had 
kept my first pay stub from Keystone 
College. | remember it. With taxes 


taken out, it was $159.38 just for the 
coaching stipend. That was every two 
weeks. I'll never forget it. I'm out of 
college, and | have a master’s degree. 
I'm thinking, ‘What am | doing?’ It’s all 
about patience. It has paid off. It has 
allowed me to take care of myself and 
my family.’ 

It also led Cabrera to a state that 
helped him develop as a New York City 
high school basketball player. 

“Dale Brown is a great friend not 
a good friend,” Cabrera said of LSU’s 
Hall of Fame coach. “I talked to him 
this morning for 20 minutes. He’s 87 
years old and kicking like he did when 
he was 45. When | was in New York 
City, Dale Brown was great friends 
with my dad, and my dad got him a 
player by the name of Jose Vargas 
from the Dominican Republic. He said, 
‘Bring your son to our camp.! went 
my freshman year, sophomore year, 
junior year and senior year. One thing 
| noticed, the heat in Baton Rouge is 
unbelievable. The camp was the whole 
month of June. Dale is a mentor of 
mine. He’s always been good to me. 
He's recommended me for a lot of jobs: 

Brown wasn't the only Louisiana 
coach Cabrera referenced Thursday, 
paying his respects to longtime Demon 
head coach Mike McConathy. 


Prather Section C n 


DEDICATED TO 


dERRY PIERC 
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AlumniColumns 


EEN SPRING 2023 


v 


“Mike McConathy is a guy | followed 
in my Division | career,” Cabrera said. 
“He was a heck of a coach. One of my 
assistant coaches, who was in this 
league last year, came up to me in my 
first year at Tallahassee in the middle 
of the season. We were struggling on 
getting some offense early in the shot 
clock. He came up to me and said, 
‘Coach, listen, | was at Southeastern 
Louisiana. That coach at Northwestern 
State, | can’t remember his name, but 
he had an unbelievable secondary 
break, a roller replace secondary 
break. They scored really quickly. At 
some point, they led the country in 
scoring (2014-15). | don’t have an ego. 
| steal from everybody in the coaching 
community. | said, ‘OK, let’s try it. As a 
head coach, I’m going to allow you to 
put it in’ He put it in and our offense 
was like, ‘Pop: It changed in a day. 

“Thank you, coach McConathy. | 
appreciate that. Your legacy is still 
here. As an 
assistant 
coach, | 
watched you 
win a lot. | 
look forward 
to talking to 
you in the 
near future!’ 


amed for the late Jerry Pierce 


Northwestern State University 
honored the late Jerry Pierce 
by naming Section C of Prather 
Coliseum after the former vice 
president of External Affairs who 
passed away last November. Pierce, 
who once served as NSU’s Sports 
Information Director and whose 
administrative division included 
Athletics, served the university for 
nearly six decades, held season 
tickets in Section C and was a 
devoted Demon fan. His daughter 
Natalie Ducote and her family were 
present for the announcement of 
the designation at the Feb. 16 men’s 
basketball game. 
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NSU gets $1.2M for Entrepreneurial Innovation Center 


Northwestern State University 
received $2.1 million in federal funds 
for renovations and additions to the 
property located at 520 University 
Parkway to facilitate the development 
of the NSU Entrepreneurial Innovation 
Center (NEIC). 

The NEIC will serve as a business 
incubator for northwest Louisiana, 
fostering economic growth and 
development in the region. 

When complete, the facility will 
provide a professional business 
environment complete with full- 
service support and networking 
opportunities for entrepreneurs 
seeking to transform innovative 
concepts into sustainable businesses. 

Thanks to the leadership and 
direct support provided by Senator 
Bill Cassidy with the Small Business 
Administration (SBA), the NEIC will 
create new jobs in the region and 
generate an economic impact of over 
$3 million annually. 

“We expect the Innovation Center 
to become a hub to provide resources 
to aspiring business owners, connect 
students with business and industry 
partners and create a co-working 
multipurpose space where creative 
ideas come to life,” said NSU President 
Dr. Marcus Jones. 

“The NSU Innovation Center is 
so important to the growth and 
development of our business 
community. We congratulate Dr. Jones 
and his administration for securing 
these funds that will provide the 


support small business owners and 
aspiring entrepreneurs need as we 
focus on spurring job creation and 
the resulting economic impact to our 
great city,’ said Natchitoches Mayor 
Ronnie Williams Jr. 


The NSU Foundation made the initial 


investment in the development of 
this facility through the acquisition 

of the property and funding of 
renovations including a new space for 


“We expect the 
Innovation Center to 
become a hub to provide 
resources to aspiring 
business owners, connect 
students with business 
and industry partners 
and create a co-working 
multipurpose space 
where creative ideas 
come to life” 


— NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones 


the NSU Office of Development and 
improvements to accommodate the 
NEIC. Federal funding will expedite 
the construction development 
process and provide resources for 
programming. 
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Strategically located at the inter- 
section of University Parkway and 
Central Avenue near the main gate of 
the NSU campus, the building features 
more than 6,400 square feet of open 
space primed for future development. 
Combined with the 1,000 square feet 
addition, the building will provide the 
ideal site for the NEIC 

“Upon completion, the NSU 
Innovation Center will be a resource 
center with full-service support 
and networking opportunities 
for entrepreneurs. Through the 
development of new businesses and 
support of existing businesses looking 
to improve their operations, the 
Center will play a critical role in driving 
economic growth in our region,’ 
said Laurie Morrow, NSU’s executive 
director for Economic Development, 
Innovation and Outreach. 

“In addition, the NSU Innovation 
Center will offer unique office space 
available on a short or long-term basis. 
We are excited to bring these services 
to Natchitoches Parish and we are 
confident that the NSU Innovation 
Center will have a significant economic 
impact on our region,’ Morrow said. 
“Although renovations are underway, 
we are currently taking inquiries from 
prospective startups and emerging 
businesses through the Office of 
Economic Development, Innovation 
and Outreach.’ 

For more information, contact 
Morrow at (318) 357-6100 or email 
morrowl@nsula.edu. 


ll Campus News 


Sports and Recreation Management program will start this fall 


Northwestern State University’s 
Department of Health and Human 
Performance received approval to 
offer a bachelor of science degree in 
Sports and Recreation Management 
with coursework set to begin in 
the Fall 2023 semester. The degree 
program will provide completers 
with a foundation for entry into the 
sport and recreation field and jobs in 
marketing for sport and recreation, 
athletic administration, gameday 
management, sport psychology, 
legal and ethical issues in sport, 
contemporary leadership, facility 
management, sales and revenue 
generation and sport media. 

“Both public and private sport and 
recreation are big business in America. 
A degree in sport and recreation 
management helps graduates de- 
velop skills in maintenance marketing, 
management and finance in the sport 
and recreation industry,’ said Dr. Haley 
Blount (2006, 2007), assistant profes- 
sor of Health and Human Performance, 
who played a significant role in devel- 
oping the program. She will serve as 
the program's director. “This degree 
plan also includes a minor in business, 
which sets us apart from similar pro- 
grams offered elsewhere in Louisiana.’ 

The degree consists of a mixture of 


Additional New Academic Programs: 


Anew minor in film set to begin this fall is a combination 
of production and theoretical courses in three 
departments: English, Language and Cultural Studies, 
Fine + Graphic Arts and the Department of New Media, 
Journalism and Communication Arts. A variety of 
existing courses will count toward the minor, including 
film history, new media design and documentary 


production. 


The Department of English, Languages, and Cultural 
Studies is adding a new minor and concentration 
effective with the Fall 2023 semester. 


The Master of Arts in English program has added a 
concentration in creative writing. The Bachelor of Arts 
in English has added a Spanish in healthcare minor. The 
department added an undergraduate creative writing 
concentration in 2019. An undergraduate creative 


writing minor was added in 2021. 


online and face- 
to-face courses, re- 
quiring 120 hours 
of coursework. 
Blount said the 
program is a good 
fit for individuals 
who are hard work- 
ers, love sports and 
have strong leader- 
ship skills. 

“Former ath- 
letes always make 
great candidates 
in this career field, 
because they have 
what it takes to 
work hard and they 
understand the 
business of sport,’ she added. 

Dr. Tara Tietjen-Smith (1993), head 
of NSU’s Department of Health and 
Human Performance developed a 
similar successful program at Texas 
A&M Commerce prior to joining the 
faculty at NSU in 2021. Her experience 
in the research and organization 
of such a program provided an 
advantage in developing the proposal 
NSU submitted for approval. 

“From the administration of local 
parks to the management of major 
professional sports teams, career 
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Annemarie Broussard and Kellen Sampson, graduate students in 
sport administration, shared information about the new degree 
program at N Side View. 


opportunities in this field continue to 
grow,’ Tietjen-Smith said. “Additional 
business management topics related 
to sports in a variety of settings such 
as college athletics, campus recreation, 
municipal park and non-profit 
recreation and professional sport will 
also be taught. Students will gain 
fieldwork experience throughout the 
program and finish with an applied 
internship experience.’ 

Information on NSU’s Department 
of Health and Human Performance is 
available at hhp.nsula.edu/. 


In Memory 


1947 - Betty Jean McLanahan Dees, 
Dec. 29. 2022, Florien 


1947 — Dr. Lisso Simmons, Feb. 14, 
2023, Natchitoches 


1948 - Marjorie Sutherlin Steele, 
Jan. 29, 2023, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas 


1950 - Nadine Sutherlin Morgan, 
March 25, 2022, Hot Springs 
Village, Arkansas 


1951 - JoAnne Brantley Mullins, 
March 4, 2023, Fairhope, 
Alabama 


1952 —- Nelda Emmons, March 8, 2023, 
Natchitoches 


1952 — Marjorie White Tucket, 
Aug. 11, 2018, Prairieville 


1954 - Sally Jo Foster Gibson, 
May 16, 2021, Harrison, Arkansas 


1954 — Henry Mel Teekell, 
Jan. 28, 2023, Coushatta 


1955 — John Spataro, Alexandria, 
Virginia 

1956 — The Rev. Sterling M. Minturn, 
Oct. 31, 2022 


1956 — Beverly Gourdon Bruce, 
March 16, 2023, Shreveport 


1956 — Kenneth Wayne Gibson, 
Dec. 13, 2022, Shreveport 


1957 —- Evelyn Barge Taylor, 
Aug. 27. 2022, Georgetown, 
Texas 


1959 -E.L. Moss, Dec. 10, 2022, 
Provencal 


1959 — Barbara Ann Walker, 
Nov. 3, 2022, Austin, Texas 


1959 — Patsy Elaine Robertson Murphy, 
March 14, 2023, Natchitoches 


1961 - Linda Jeanette Hughes, 
April 4, 2023, Pitkin 


1961 - Joseph E. Caplis Jr., 
March 19, 2023, Caplis 


1962 — Marion Patricia “Patsy” Law 
Hartzo, Jan. 3, 2023, Oil City 


1962 - Erwin L. Ogletree, 
March 3, 2023, Shreveport 


1963 — Brent Peter Scallan, 
Jan. 29. 2023, Mansura 


1966 - Margaret Berthelot West, 
Nov. 7, 2022, Shreveport 


1966, 1993 — Ross Gordon Williams, 
Dec. 12, 2022, Florien 


1967 —- Shelton J. Roark, April 4, 2023, 
Negreet 


1968 —- Annette Slaughter Neugent, 
Jan. 29, 2023, Robeline 


1970 — Barbara Sue Bobo Babers, 
Oct. 28, 2022, Bossier City 


1971 — Linda Evans Crafton, 
March 15, 2023, Covington 


1971 — James Collins, March 19, 2023, 
Bossier City 


1973 — Rebecca Logan, July 8, 2022, 
Bolivar, Tennessee 


1979 - Douglas Allen Fletcher, 
Jan. 11, 2023, 


1979 - Gwen Barrett Lucky, 
Dec. 6, 2022, Georgetown 


1981 - Sidney Thornton, Jan. 28, 2023, 
Shreveport 


1983 - Donna Lynn Pounder LeBlanc, 
March 17, 2023, Pineville 


1984 - Lillian Nobles Friday Wooley, 
Dec. 29. 2022, Creston 


1984 - Lisa M. Adcock, M.D., 
Nov. 9, 2022, Bryan, Texas 


1989 - Gary Douglas Arthur, 
Dec. 14, 2022, Pineville 


1993 - Patricia Ann Kennedy, 
April 3, 2023, Shreveport 


2012 — Robert E. Bush Jr., Dec. 21, 2022, 
LeCompte 


Florence Young Kellogg, Dec. 25, 2022, 
Hartford City, Indiana 


Palma Jean Clark Fessenden Beckett, 
Jan. 5, 2023, Alpine, Texas 


Honorable William Peyton 
Cunningham Jr., Feb. 23, 2023, 
Natchitoches 


Dr. Robert Clarence Jones, Ill, 
March 10, 2023, Natchitoches 


Dr. Christine Perry Pickering Ford, 
March 11, 2023, Paris, Texas 
Dr. Ford was professor emeritus in 
the Department of English. 


Ollie “Dean” Harrington Maley, 
March 16, 2023, Gonzales 
Mrs. Maley was a former 
administrative assistant in the 
College of Education. 


Guess Who 


The NSU Lady Demons pictured on the 
1976-77 media guide were, front row from 
left, Louise Bonin, Pat Nolan, Lisa Brewer 
and Becky Guidry. On the back row were 
Diana Cary, Belinda Morse, Lillie Scott, 
Theresa Long, Diane Pittman and Tammy 
Primeaux. Coach Charlotte Corley was also 
pictured. 


The 1973 Student Union Governing Board Summer Council 
announced plans to host the third annual Louisiana Youth 
Seminar themed “Leadership Under the Sign of Peace.’ Val 
Marmillion, a former president of the SU Governing Board, was 
seminar director with Jo Pease, immediate past president of the 
SU Board, as assistant director. Can you name members of the 
SUGB Summer Council? If so, email jacksonl@nsula.edu with your 
answer, year of graduation and city of residence. 


Those who offered a guess are as follows. 
Dianna “Tootie” Cary (1979), lowa 
Diane Pittman McCain (1977) 


Looking Back 


His nickname stemmed from his snappy wardrobe. 

In 1923, Louisiana State Normal College named a student 
from Natchitoches “Best All-Round Man,’as noted in the “Vanity 
Fair” section of that year’s Potpourri. Harry “Rags” Turpin was 
an English and social sciences major and a member of Seekers 
After Knowledge Literary Society and the varsity football team, 
where he was considered perhaps the best offensive back of 
the 1920s. 

Turpin graduated from Normal in 1926 and joined the 
coaching staff. He was head football coach from 1934-1956 
and director of Athletics until 1957. 

He was inducted into N Club Hall of Fame in 1968. 

NSU’s football stadium carries his name. 
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"@ Golden Jubilee for Class of 1973 May 5-6 


The Northwestern State University Alumni Association invites all graduates of 1973 
. A to join the Golden Jubilee Celebration that will take place May 5-6, 2023. 
. “We are excited to welcome our 50-year graduates back to campus to celebrate 
the anniversary of their graduation and award their second diplomas,’ said Danielle 
* Antoon Cobb, director of Alumni Affairs. “We hope our guests will enjoy catching up 


. oO. © 


and sharing memories while visiting the campus.’ 


The event schedule is as follows. 


9:30-10:30 am 


o 
10:00-11 am 


10:30-11:30 am 
@ 11:30 am-12:30 pm 


9 12:30-1:15 pm 
. 1:15 pm 

@ 
2:00 pm 
_ 3:30 pm 
3:45-6:30 pm 


4 6:30-8:30 pm 


FRIDAY, MAY 5, 2023 


Check In: Cane River Room, 

Sylvan Friedman Student Union 

Campus tour 

Mix and mingle with classmates 

Luncheon honoring the Class of 1973 
Sylvan Friedman Student Union Ballroom 
Distribution of commencement gowns 
Bus will bring graduates to Magale Recital Hall 
for Commencement 

Commencement 

Return back to Student Union for dismissal 
Break (on your own) 

Reception honoring the Class of 1973, 
Orville Hanchey Gallery at NSU 


4 . 
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SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023 

11:00am 50+ luncheon in the Sylvan Friedman © 
Student Union Ballroom e 

1:00 pm __ Dismissal 


Tickets are $80 per graduate and $65 P 

for each additional guest(s). For more 

details and to purchase tickets, visit www. nm 
northwesternstatealumni.com/golden-jubilee. # 
There is also a section on that page in which you 
can also help provide contact information for 
alumni not in our database. FY 
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